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Everyone knows the fifty nifty united statesâ€”but what about the hundreds of other statehood

proposals that never came to pass? Lost States is a tribute to such great unrealized dreams as

West Florida, Texlahoma, Montezuma, Rough and Ready, and Yazoo. Some of these states came

remarkably close to joining the Union. Others never had a chance. Many are still trying. Consider: Â 

Â Â Â Â  â€¢Â  Frontier legend Daniel Boone once proposed a state of Transylvania in the

Appalachian Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  wilderness (his plan was resurrected a few years later with the new

name of Kentucky). Â Â Â Â  â€¢Â  Residents of bucolic South Jersey wanted to secede from their

urban north Jersey Â Â Â Â Â Â Â  neighbors and form the fifty-first state. Â Â Â Â  â€¢Â  The Gold

Rush territory of Nataqua could have made a fine stateâ€”but since no women Â Â Â Â Â Â Â Â 

were willing to live there, the settlers gave up and joined California. Â  Each story offers a

fascinating glimpse at the nation we might have becomeâ€”along with plenty of absurd characters,

bureaucratic red tape, and political gamesmanship. Accompanying these tales are beautifully

rendered maps detailing the proposed state boundaries, plus images of real-life artifacts and

ephemera. Welcome to the world of Lost States!
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On the outside, the book looks very interesting. The set-up itself is nice with many full color pictures

and maps. Each entry is two pages accompanied with text on one side and a map or other

illustration on the other. However, the devil is in the details and they are numerous.For starters, too



many of the entries are completely pointless. Why? For a book called "Lost States," too many

examples would never have been considered for statehood nor would ever seriously be considered

for statehood. Some examples of this are Rio Rico (Texas), Saipan, Guyana, Boston, Chicago,

Sicily, Navassa Island, etc. Most of these are complete jokes because of some complaint over taxes

or some nameless politician says something that is never seriously considered.There are also many

amateurish errors. At one point, President William McKinley is referred to as James McKinley. A

picture allegedly of Confederate President Davis does not look like him at all (because it is not). The

section on Rio Rico completely fails to mention how the Texan town was ceded to Mexico back in

the seventies (rather the author implies it is still U.S. territory). He incorrectly says the Northern

Mariana Islands were under U.S. control since 1898, when in reality they were not occupied by the

U.S. until World War II.For whatever reason, the author also feels it necessary to criticize George

W. Bush and the Iraq War on multiple occasions. The most notable of this is in the section on

Iceland. What does Bush and the Iraq War have to do with Iceland's potential statehood? Absolutely

nothing. So why mention it there at all?The book also fails in its omissions. In the section on Cuba,

there is no mention of the Ostend Manifesto and the attempts to annex the island in the 1840s and

1850s.
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